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Frontier Worlds

Proposal for an 85,000-word Doctor Who novel by Peter Anghelides
Draft 2, 27 May 99 (6,600 words)

The planet Drebnar is one of anumber of frontier worlds settled by humansin the future. Drebnar isa
rare find - a planet with substantid aress of fertile land, no intelligent life forms, and stable tectonics. At
this stage in its history, with the planet being ground-broken by exploratory Earth corporations, it has a
population of only about five million. (Thiswill ssem alot to Fitz - it's more people than live in the
London of hisera). The planet has become the breadbasket of the array of nearby planets.

Thisisa gory about genetically-modified organisms, and an attempt by a group of humansto
extend their lives by adopting a plant-like regenerative cycle. There s, of course, a pleasant irony that
this mirrors not only the Doctor’ s regenerative abilities but aso the way that Fitz (Kode) and
Compassion were repeatedly regenerated in the Remembrance Tanks (in Interference).

However, there are no dependencies on other Eight Doctor novels or previous Doctor_\Who
continuity - despite a couple of nonessentiad references to Alien Bodies and Interference. Asthird in the
five-book arc, it does introduce further evidence of Compassion’s continuing dow evolution into a
TARDIS, but theideaisthat you don’t need to know that... it'sjust nice for regular readersif they
notice it.

Other books in the story sequence seem to separate Fitz and Compassion, so | have kept them

together in this book. This dso playsto the Doctor’ s agenda for Compassion.

Opening sequence (Doctor’s POV)

The Doctor is on the very edge of aresearch station, which is perched on a craggy outcrop of a

snow-covered mountain-top. The Doctor istrying to persuade a man, Dewfurth, out of throwing himsdf
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to his death on the rocks below. The Doctor fails, and Dewfurth vanishes onto the jagged rocks bel ow.
The Doctor then hurries away to join Fitz, and the two of them start fleeing from some unnamed pursuers
from the research station.

During the chase, we learn something about what they’ re doing - investigating aresearch
corporation caled Frontier Worlds, which isinvolved in dubious research on the planet Drebnar. The
TARDIS was drawn here by odd fluctuations, which may have come from the Weether Control Platform
above them. (Thisis a crude arrangement - a huge football-fiel d-sized atmospheric baloon tethered by
giant hawsers, holding up what is effectively alow-orbit satellite. Cheap, ugly, nasty, efficient.) Fitzand
Compassion have been trying to break into Frontier Worlds Corporation, while the Doctor has been
investigating asmilar biodiveraty company caled Reddenblak dsewhere on the planet. His investigations
a Reddenblak’ s Market Intdlligence group led him to this Frontier Worlds facility, and contact with
Dewfurth who wanted to sell out to the rival Corporation - hence this rendezvous.

At one stage during the ensuing chase, the Doctor and Fitz are forced to flee towards a L ake of
Ice, asthey attempt to get round a convoy of big green loaded motorised deds. Fitz strays on to theice,
but the Doctor draws him back - below the ice are weird piranha-like creatures, who can track sound
above the ice and bresk through the thinnest parts to devour unwary prey. (We seealocd anima being
dragged to its death thisway.)

The Doctor points out that their pursuers are only aware that he was in the research gation - Fitz
should try to get back down the mountain to Compassion, while the Doctor draws them away. (Asit's
the Doctor’ s POV, we can learn that thisis dill part of his plan to have Fitz and Compassion spend time
together to “humanisg’ her). Don't worry, saysthe Doctor, I’ll e-mail you ingtructions. Fitz rluctantly
agrees, though he' s only just getting to grips with this new eectronic communications suff: “The eemall of
the speciesis more deadly than the mail,” he observes.

Unseen now by Ftz, the Doctor races off - acrosstheice! Behind him, the pursuers hdt by the
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edge of the lake, take aim, and fire weapons at the Doctor. The Doctor is shot, but struggles to the sde
of the lake and into rough undergrowth.

While hiding, the Doctor sees the pursuers sop. Their leader, Temm Sempiter, has found the
Doctor’s fresh blood in the snow. Sempiter scoops up a handful in a curious gesture. .. even if he gets

away, they can track him down. He taps hisfoot in the snow in a characterigtic, impatient gesture.

Second sequence

WEé rein firgt-person narration by a man called Frank. Frank has worked on Drebnar for the Frontier
Worlds Corporation for two months. We get a distinct, somewhat cruel perspective on Frank’s
colleagues at Frontier Worlds, the dull days, his network of friends, his main squeeze Alura Trebul, and
hissster Nancy. Eventudly, we'll twig that Frank and Nancy Sinatraare actudly Fitz and Compassion;
Fitzislivening up his undercover work in the way only he can. he's quite fond of quoting Sinatra lyricsin
conversation, explaining tha he is descended from King Elvis, fully aware that the other workers don't
0et the gag.
Fitz and Compassion have dready been working in Frontier Worlds HQ for about two months.

(When Fitz asked why he wasn't working with them a Frontier Worlds, the Doctor dleges that he
somehow falled the job interview.) After obtaining some information about the mountainsde research
centre Fitz had gone to join the Doctor on their earlier rendezvous (previous sequence). After ther close
escape, and with the Doctor till not in contact, Fitz has returned to his undercover work.

To one sde of the Frontier Worlds HQ isthe mountain, to the other isforest and jungle, and
beyond that are supposed to be further Frontier Worlds fecilities.

So Fitzisworking as persond assistant and dogsbody to Griz Ellis, a huge and grubby man
who is conducting research a HQ into the effects of dectromagnetic forces on plant life. Fitz has been
inoculated - but isn't sure whether thisisto protect him from research accidents or from Ellis s dubious
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persona hygiene. Bllis drives Fitz mad with his pedantic corrections and unwel come advice about
everything: “You're doing it that way? Oh, big mistake. And that way too? Big mistake. Mega mistake.”
And his congtant harping on about how he wished he could go back to Earth where he was a biologist -
“back to the land, putting down someroots’. It' s dl tak - he's doing nothing about it.

Fitz origindly established ardationship with Hannaw Applin, who is executive secretary to ther
main boss, Temm Sempiter. Hannaw likes a good gossip, and dthough they’ re no longer seeing each
other, shewill cal Fitz up during the day (on his mobile phone, which isin a headset with spesker and
ear piece) to bleat a him about her problems and then, when she's dumped on him, let him tak; Fitz can
tell she' snot listening after this point, because he can hear her typing in the background and the sound of
her having asnesky ciggie. Applin does reved information to him about Frontier Worlds big riva
company, the Reddenblak Cor poration, who adso have research facilities on Drebnar.

Compassion, in comparison, isworking as a humble data entry clerk. The Doctor wangled them
accreditation when they joined the Corporation (though they sill had to provide the usud - ugh! - tissue
samples when joining afood company). After this, the Doctor had left in the TARDIS - Compassion can
sense that it isno longer nearby. She lovesto get plugged into the Frontier Worlds planetary network
(though is congtantly frustrated by their security measures and company firewal). Compasson’s brain,
likethe TARDIS, is sdf-teaching, sdf-repairing, ever-evolving. Cut off from the TARDIS and unable to
absorb information from there, she spends long periods attached to the Frontier Worlds systems,
devouring what information she can.

Fitzisabit worried about this obsession, particularly since they haven't heard recently from the
Doctor. Compassion is beginning to receive data from the newly-formed and still-growing parts of her
own mind (these are the scaled-down versions of the TARDIS' block transfer systems developing right
there indde her own head), but she thinks she' s getting ingtructions and directions from the distant
TARDIS. (The Doctor will later tell her thet thisisimpossible)) Thisdl comes out in a conversation with
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Fitz about how he can understand the dien tongues on this planet.

Since Compassion seems preoccupied with her work, however, Fitz gpends more time getting
familiar with Alura Trebul’ s dien tongue. Alurais amused by Fitz' s apparent paranoia about his
gpartment being bugged. We know, from his own narrative, why he sworried about being caught asa
spy. Hedoesn't let her into any of his spying secrets.

Compassion's colleagues include Natalie Allder, arather dim office worker who strikes up an
unlikely friendship. Natdie used to have a“thing” with Ellis they were practicdly married, but he' s gone
al digant and strange recently.

Before dl this office intrigue gets abit too dull, you'll be pleased to hear, Compassion uses a
cipher than Fitz has managed to get out of Ellis and discovers that there are genetic experiments
happening on Leve X of the building. She's dso discovered one of the samples that they're
experimenting on... aDNA sample which she recognises as the Doctor’ s. (Reference to the 69
chromosomes divided into 23 homogenous triads, mentioned in Interference.)

Fitz goesto investigate Leve X, using Ellis sauthority pass which he has appropriated. He meets
anill-looking Sempiter in the lift, bumping into him by accident; Fitz bumbles about with an gpology,
saying that he was going to ddliver a printed report to Sempiter. Sempiter mumbles back that Fitz should
e-mall it to him. “The email of the speciesis more deadly than the mall,” Fitz says, and hurries awvay.
Sempiter ill looks abit groggy, so Fitzleaveshimto it.

While looking around Level X, Fitzis surprised when Sempiter coming in after him! Sempiter
doesn't notice him, and looks pretty grim and grey, tapping hisfoot rhythmicdly as usud. Sempiter takes
aswig of baby bio, dumpsin achair, and appears to drop dead. Then, worse, he shrugs off his outer
“skin", and awrinkly new Sempiter dumps forward onto the desk. Fitz throws up in abin and leaves
before the new Sempiter opens his pruney new eydids and sees him, but bumps into Bllis on the way
out. Hllis doesn't redise that Fitz has been in the room, so Fitz gives him his authority pass back (as
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though he'd just dropped it when they collided). Hllisis distracted because he' stelling Sempiter that two
vigtorsfrom Reddenblak have arrived. Sempiter groans - Blis will have to ded with it, he needsto get to
the mountaingde research centre - his assstant Applin has his car ready.

Compassion was unable to join Fitz on hisinvestigation, because just as she was setting off she
was assgned to chaperone a couple of customer viditorsto ameeting. She explains dl thisto Fitzwhen
they meet up: she was puzzled by the request, and a bit suspicious, because she's supposed to be adata
entry clerk But, she explains, she went dong anyway - the two customers had come to find out about the
wonderful new foodstuff that Frontier Worlds has created, a geneticaly-modified crop cdled “ Darkling”
(because it grows throughout the night as well asthe day).

Compassion is unnerved by thisvist - not because she recognised them (she didn't), but
because she can't understand how they knew about the Top Secret Darkling Project that she'd just
unearthed on the computer system. Suspecting it must be atest of her loyaty, she warns Fitz that they
may have been rumbled. Did they show on the planetary records, asks Fitz? No, says Compassion, they
were off-worlders. Their names were M r Homunculette and MsMarie.

Thetwist hereisthat regular readers (only) will recognise these characters, and expect
them to play an important part in the novel. But we know that they’ re just there to monitor
Compassion’s development, and they won’t play any further part in the novel, so it will be doubly
unnerving... first that they appear herein thefirst place, and secondly that, by the end of the
novel, they haven’t reappeared... so what’s going on? Casual readers will assume that the point
Is that Fitzand Compassion have been rumbled, and later that the two customers really work for

Reddenblak.

Third sequence (Doctor’s POV)

The Doctor has been hiding out in the mountains, having survived his gunshot wound. Heis surprised to
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stumble across Dewfurth again, who miraculoudy survived hisfdl - he is hadf-naked, and the Doctor
discovers him near to the shrugged-off remains of his previous body. Dewfurthisin despair - he can't
even kill himsdf!

The Doctor comforts the distraught man. Dewfurth reveds how he had been experimenting with
fast-yield crops which could better exploit the very fertile land which covers much of Drebnar. The other
two mgority shareholders in the company were an engineer, developing machinery to expedite crop
production, and a physcist, developing a weeather control system. But they soon redlised that none of
them would live long enough to enjoy the results of their lives work. Then the engineer, Sempiter,
discovered that he was dying from awasting disease. He tried to develop a mechanica device, arobot
to continue hiswork in his likeness, but that failed because he couldn’t find a suitable fast-growing
synthetic flesh. And then they discovered an extraordinary source of dien tissue on amountainsde Ste
near their research facility ...

Dewfurth takes the Doctor to the Site. The Doctor is amazed to see the decaying corpse of a
long-dead Raab, a huge plant cresture the Sze of ablue whade, smashed into the mountainsde. Raab
travel for hundreds or thousands of years through space, absorbing the minute amounts of energy and
sustenance as they travel between planets, and usudly land heavily on barren asteroids or smal moons,
the impact spreads their seeds dl over the immediate area. A handful of the many billions of seeds will
make it through the rest of the cyde: growing with dramatic speed (mere months) as they absorb hugely
greater amounts of sustenance than they did in space, until they’ re large enough to be able to soring thelr
smdl new shoots from the agteroid, and continue to grow over the next hundreds of years in space asthe
cycle garts again - searching for another asteroid. What could have brought it into the gravity well of this
planet?

What could have brought both of them, asks Dewfurth. Both of them, repeats the Doctor? And
then he discoversthat, just over the hill, thereis another Raab, which is dill just dive, and being guarded
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by Frontier Worlds security. The Raab has been so confused by the signals thet it wasn't prepared for
impact, and its huge seed load is dill contained inside its tough outer husk.

Both Raab are being guarded because they’ re being exploited by Frontier Worlds. More
horribly, they’ re being gouged into chunks and fed into portable shredders carried by the security guards;
the chunks are then being carted back to the research centre in the convoy of big green loaded
motorised dedsthat we saw at the Sart of the nove. Dewfurth says he helped to conduct the first Raab
andysis, and he and hisfellow scientists were able to change the DNA of some fish (which reproduced
quickly, and showed early results). Then the scientists changed their own DNA by using the same
invasve tissue from the Raab. Then they discovered that it was changing the fish - they are the piranha
cresturesin the Lake of Ice,

Sempiter dill thinks it’satriumph, and now wants to extend the methodology to more
conventiona foodstuffs. Dewfurth knows what he has surrendered of himsdlf to achieve thiskind of
immortdity... the Raab dement grows stronger with every “rebirth” that they endure, and dthough they
only change annudly, or when they are fatdly injured, that’s ftill too fast to Say a dl human. That'swhy
Dewfurthtried to kill himsdf when the Doctor tracked him down: heis respongble for the DNA changes,
and he will be responsible for what happens to the rest of the planet when Frontier Worlds succeedsin
growing itsfirst crop of Darkling.

The Doctor isdarmed by this, but Dewfurth has findly gone over the edge. He sumbles off
towards the Lake of Ice. The Doctor struggles with Dewfurth, fighting to prevent him going onto theice
as he becomes more ddlirious, seizing him by his torn jacket. What' s bringing the Raab here? What is the
Darkling crop, and whereisit? Dewfurth looks to the skies, and while the Doctor is distracted by this
gesture, dipsout of hisjacket and sumbles off towards the Raab crash ste. The Doctor is unable to
reach him before he throws himsdlf a one of the security guards shredders (yuk).

The Doctor reasons to himsdlf that the Raab must be crashing unwillingly to their doom, drawn
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off course by the climate control system. And that control system is housed beneath the huge tethered
balloon in the distance. In the torn jacket, the Doctor finds Dewfurth’s personal authority card.

The Doctor uses the authority card to get up to the Weether Control Platform beneath the
amospheric balloon, using a cable car attached to one of the giant hawsers. Up there, he sabotages the
mechanics which are both controlling the weether and drawing the Raab creatures off course and to their
doom on the mountainsde. He aso hunts out some information about Darkling, and learns about the
Reddenblak Corporation. Reddenblak are looking to increase their market share by a Srategy of:
diversfy, embrace, extinguish. (Thisisthe same method that the Raab would use, unwittingly, if the seed
load scattered on this fertile planet - with no way for the new seedlings to escape from the planet’s
gravity.) The Doctor makes some changes to the computer systems and the company firewal, but when
he tries to contact Fitzand Compassion he readlises he' s been discovered and captured. Captured, in
fact, by arobot guard which behaves uncannily like Temm Sempiter, right down to the impatiently
tapping foot. As the conversation proceeds, the robot starts to pick up characteristics of the Doctor’s.

The Doctor is put into a cable car, which makes its way down one of the huge hawsers towards
the mountainside research station. He is frustrated to find that he can’'t get out, but notices an escape
glider attached to the Sde of the baloon (also frugtratingly unreachable).

When the cable car touches ground, the Doctor is taken to see Sempiter, who is present & the
mountainsde research centre. Sempiter islooking alot fresher than when we last saw him. (He sdso,
bizarrdly, brought with him his pet budgiein acage. It sarobot bird.) Asthe Doctor is hustled into the
room, he can overhear an argument that Sempiter is having with Bllis (who is still back at Frontier
Worlds HQ, at the base of the mountain).

Hlis is explaining that representatives of the Reddenblak Corporation have asked to meet the
Frontier Worlds board to offer an agreed buyout of the company. Hlis thinks they should sl up,
accusing Sempiter of being a control fregk - they could till carry on their research, while letting
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Reddenblak take the strain of the day-to-day business; but Sempiter refuses, and is furious when he
redlises that the Reddenblak people obvioudy know about the top secret Darkling crop. Who could
have leasked the information? A check on dl outgoing e-mail reveds it was Dewfurth. But Dewfurth killed
himsdlf, surdy? And the last person seen with him was... that intruder (the Doctor) at the research
gation! A search of the Doctor revedls that he has Dewfurth’s authority card.

They take the Doctor to alaboratory, where they plan to investigate his DNA, which has
intrigued them since they got the tiniest sample from his blood earlier. Sempiter notes that the Doctor’s
gunshot wound seems to be hedling remarkably quickly - in fact, the ordered nature of his unusua DNA
suggests that he could be even more useful than anything they’ ve found on this planet so far (reference
agan to the triple-heix mentioned in Interference - these are the results that Compassion recognised
earlier onin her database search).

Sempiter also wants to know who the Doctor was trying to contact in Frontier Worlds HQ just
before he was captured - could there be others like him? Sempiter gets his assstant, Applin, to insigates
a search of employee DNA sample while he gets on undisturbed with taking alarger DNA sample from
the Doctor. A farly substantid samplein fact... not something he'slikely to survive.

The Doctor gdls the experiment by exploiting what he' s learned from the late Dewfurth, quizzing
Sempiter about the Raab, explaining how terribly risky it isto use the Raab corpses, and discovering (to
his horror) what Sempiter is now doing. Sempiter revedls he and his research colleagues have changed
their own DNA to prolong their lives, usng Raab tissue. Now heis extending this to natura foodstuffs,
and has created the Darkling whest crop on the fertile ground of this frontier world - and what’s more,
he' s fertiligng it il more with the Raab mulch (ikk!). Thiswill get around the problems they currently
have with the dtered DNA, which requires a painful annua “shedding” of their outer layer to survive. It is
aso amore subtle way of extending the programme to the rest of the population and, eventudly, other
frontier worlds who will be dependent on the output of Drebnar.
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The Doctor tells him that this help the Raab wipe out the human race on dl the frontier worlds.
Sempiter seems strangdy unmoved by this intelligence. Besides, Sempiter and the Doctor seem very
much dike - they both have tissue-deep regenerative abilities. The Doctor manages to escape his
shacklesin aneat feat of escgpology, and locks Sempiter in the laboratory. There s no way that
Sempiter can contact anyone while he' slocked in here, says the Doctor. To demongtrate this, he pulls
the wires out of the wal to disable the intercomms system: “The e-mall of the Speciesis more deadly than

themall,” hetels Sempiter. Then he waves something & Sempiter and vanishes.

Short fourth sequence

Thisis Sempiter’ s POV, for the firg time in the novd). Thirty minutes later, Applin comes to see how
Sempiter is getting on with his dissaction. Sempiter recognised the Doctor’ s comment about e-mail,
because Fitz used the same phrase to him earlier in the Frontier Worlds HQ. Sempiter tells Applin to
search out the specific DNA samples for Frank Sinatra, and anyone hired about the same time. Applin
says no need - that must be his sster, Nancy. (And to think she once fancied him, the traitorous git.)
Sempiter seesthe DNA resultsfor “Frank” and “Nancy", and redlises thet they have regenerative
quditiesin ther tissue. “Nancy” is particularly interesting.

Applin saysthat shewill cal Fitzand activate his phone headset, then keep busy while the guards
move in. They can then recapture the Doctor when he tries to contact or reach his associates. Sempiter
makes acdl of his own. Then he decidesto go back to the HQ for himsdf - and redises that whet the

Doctor was waving a him when he left were the keys to hisflyer, pick-pocketed from him.

Fifth sequence (Fitz's first-person narration)

In Fitz sgpartment: Aluraisquizzing Fitz about his career plans again. Fitz fobs off her growing
suspicions with a metgphor from his days on Earth, which he' s never told anyone d<e... how in another
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life he could have been Franz-Joachim Kreiner, if hisfather had made a different choice. Alura (who
thinksthat Fitzis cadled Frank Sinatra of course) confesses that she's found who she wantsto be; she's
exactly the Alura Trebul she wants to be, now that she’swith him. (Ahhh!).

Fitz and Compassion discover lots of dreadful genetic experimental horrors, lashing around on
Level X. Compasson has mysterioudy been able to tap into the computer network and get them
unlimited access (what is this strange power she has?).

Fitztakesacall from Applin. He suspects that she’ strying to keep him occupied, find out where
heis - because she' s not talking about hersdlf, and he can’t hear her having her sneaky dggie and
tapping on her keyboard. He makes an excuse to pause the conversation, and tells Compassion that
they’ ve been rumbled. Compassion wants to escape immediately, but Fitz wants to go back to the
gpartment to take Alura - she' swaiting a home for him, but he cannot get through on the phone to her.
Compassion isn't convinced, but reluctantly goes with him. Fitz leaves his mobile phone headset behind,
leaving the line to Applin open.

They find the gpartment is wrecked, and Alura (waiting at home for Ftz) has been murdered,
and the phone is off the hook - connected to the security services! Aluramust have been cdling the
cops, but was killed. As Fitzand Compassion make this horrible discovery, the cops arrive - except that
they’re redly Frontier Worlds security staff! Fitzand Compassion flee out the back way. Asthey’'re
leaving, they run into Griz Hlis in the Street. He says he's cometo find Fitz - he' s discovered the
experiments on Level X, and is shocked and surprised by them, Sempiter’ s been keeping things from
him! Bllis flees with them, much to their disgust - otherwise hel' |l take the rgp for the experiments.

Making the best of it, Compasson gets Hlis to et them use his company short-range flyer,
planning to get them to the mountain and search for the Doctor and the TARDIS. But they are pursued
by the security gtaff. Hlis infuriates Compasson with his unwanted advice (“not agood ided'/"Bad
move'/"'Big misake'/"Mega mistake etc.).
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Compassion steers the craft on a collison course with the pursuing craft, and the chicken run
resultsin a collison. The other flyer is destroyed in mid-air, while ther flyer plungesinto the jungle far
beyond the HQ. Compassion is hurt, Fitzis remarkably unscathed, and Hllis is knocked out. Compassion
takes an axe from the wreckage, and they start to hack their way through the jungle. She aso persuades
arductant Fitz to leave the unconscious Hlis behind.

In the jungle, it's going to be along trek to the other Sde of the jungle - where they will find the
Darkling facility (and perhaps away of escaping). Compassion doesn't want to eet, so Fitz guzzles wha
rations they’ ve taken (He s wildly overloaded, of course, having overestimated what he can carry on
their trek. Compassion takes the pack off him, and carries it effortlesdy for him.

Fitz worries about degping in the jungle. In fact, he sworried about what he will dream.
Compassion will not be drawn on what she dreams about, but Fitz explains to her that he'sworried
about how he' s been remembered by the Faction; usudly, you worry about how you will be
remembered in the future (posterity) - he' sworried about how he was remembered in the past. Are his
dreams redly his? Some nights, he' s frightened to deep. The TARDI'S was supposed to bring him back
to his previous sdf - but hasit changed him?

They are surprised when Hlis catches up with them. They struggle on until they choose a ot to
camp for the night. Overnight, they leave him again - Compassion seems to need no deep, much to Fitz's
tired dishelief.

Despite her injuries in the crash, Compassion’ s body seemsto be dowly recongtructing itsdf,
piece by piece (as though concentrating on one injury at atime). She ssemsto have ahigh pain
threshold. Fitz is beginning to despair, so she gets him focused again by boosting his morde about his
role with the Doctor, etc. He believes her, and they get going again.

Then Hlis catches up with them again, full of his usud irritating confidence (“'Y ou’ re doing
such-and-such. Oh, big mistake.” etc.). In a quiet moment, Compassion revedls to Fitz that she can

"Frontier Worlds" by Peter Anghelides, page 14



This document was downloaded from http://anghelides.org © Peter Anghelides 1999

detect faint transmissions - even without her ear piece in (how odd, Fitz thinks). They set off without Blis
once more, but Compassion gets them to double back so that Bllis is ahead of them. Then she examines
Htz, and discoversthat he has abug under the skin of his upper arm, where he was “inoculated” by the
Corporation when they joined. She removes the bug - somehow displacing it, but she can’t explain how
any more than she can explain how Fitz can sing in tune and she cannot. Bllis turns up again, having
doubled back himsdlf. In the ensuing conversation, Bllis asks Fitz whether he knows of an employee
cdled Franz-Joachim Kreiner. Fitz redises Blis can only have heard that from Alura- and at the
goartment that morning. There' s a sruggle, and within moments Bllis is holding Fitz and Compassion at
gun point. And yes, he' sbeen usng the “bug” in FitzZ' sarm to track them at close range.

Blis had hoped that they would lead them to their accomplice, or that their accomplice would
come to him. Before she died, Alura had muttered only the name “ Franz-Joachim Kreiner” (who Ellis
had assumed to be their accomplice). Hllis was aware of the Level X experiments dl dong, of course,
and what's more he was aware of the unique properties of FitzZ sDNA ever since he joined the company
(how ese would a complete newcomer get ajob as his persond assstant?). But Hlis doesn't trust
Sempiter any more; he thinks that he can do a ded with the Reddenblak Corporation to offer them his
own research, including Fitz as research materid - he'll just have to do without the accomplice now.
Sadly, Hlis adds, he will dso have to do without Compasson as well - he can only manhandle one
hostage with him. He seizes the exhausted Fitz, and ams the gun a Compassion. Compassion flingsthe
axe a him with unerring accuracy, and dices his head open. “Big mistake,” shetells his corpse. “Mega
mistake.”

Fitzinggts that they rest. HE' s exhausted, and rather shaken by Compassion’s risky rescue. He
deeps for awhile, and Compassion wakes him when they hear anoise nearby. To their horror, they find
that it’s Bllis - through the wound in his heed, a newly-growing heed is emerging. Hlisis another of the
DNA-modified scientists. Compassion takes the axe and dispatches him for good. Ftz, of course, is
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appdled by this. It's an example of Compassion’s digpassionate, amora gpproach - she can kill without
compunction, because that’s what she must do to survive. While she's at it, she dso takes Ellis s
authority card.

Eventudly, Fitz and Compassion get out of the jungle, and find themsdves a a smdl anonymous
research facility where the darkling crop is being grown. They redise that, unlike the jungle, thiswhole
steisunnaturaly quiet - no insects, no birdsong, just the sound of the wind through the crop. (Thisisthe
“dlent oring” element of the novd - Frontier Worlds are disrupting the food chain, and by making crops
Insect-resstant they’ re killing the insects; no insects means no birds; no birds means no birdsong; no
birdsong means a silent spring.)

Fitz and Compassion break into the facility, and set fire to the entire 100-acre field. At which
point the Doctor turns up, furious with them - they think they’ ve sabotaged the Frontier Worlds Corp.
plan, but actualy what they’ re doing is scattering the delicate seeds dl over this extremdy fertile planet!
They watch glumly as the flames lick out of control, hot air risng and carrying seedsinto the night sky.

(Thisis dso the point where we redise that FitZ' s first-person narration has been to “you”, where

“you’ turns out to be the Doctor ... “That was the point, of course, when you finaly showed up” sort of

thing.)

Sixth sequence (Doctor’s POV)

The Doctor has an idea (phew). He could use the Weether Control Platform to get things sorted out.
Meanwhile, Fitz and Compassion had better get to the HQ and destroy the genetic experiments there.
What with, they ask. Weed-killer, explains the Doctor.

On the Wegther Control Platform, the Doctor programs the whole area for torrentia rain, to
force the seeds out of the atmosphere and drench them in so much water that they will not grow. He has
to fight off Sempiter’ s robot guard, arguing about what Sempiter’ s plans are - what the dangers are to
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the whole planet, and can't the robot see that logicaly? However, in the struggle the controls for the
cable car are damaged. The Doctor flees for the roof, trying to reach the emergency escape glider, but
the robot pursues him, denying the Doctor’ s lies about Sempiter. They fight on the roof, and in the
struggle the robot dips, clutching at the balloon hawsers which become detached. The Weether Control
Patform starts to drop. The Doctor clambersinto the escape glider, and manoeuvresiit to sefety. But it

has no power...

Seventh sequence (Fitz's first-person narration)

Fitz and Compassion have been dropped off by the Doctor at Frontier Worlds HQ. They get in usng
Hllis identity card, and shut down the genetic experiments, but are unable to escape - they are
confronted by Sempiter and his guards. An attempt to spray Sempiter with Roundup is not a grest
success, he just stands there tapping hisfoot in his usud infuriating manner. They try to pull rank, saying
that they now have Ellis s authority (and produce his authority card as proof). Sempiter points out that
actudly Ellis s estate goes to hisformer main squeeze, the ddightful Nataie Allder. Natdie turns up, and
IS given the authority card.

Just as Fitz and Compassion are being escorted from the building, the Reddenblak party arrive
agan. They confront Sempiter in the man reception, and inform him thet their take-over has been
approved. They will buy Frontier Worlds and shut it down, because they have their own food crop - the
Darkling crop would be too successful, and would put them out of business (like Philips faced with the
prospect of an everlagting light bulb). They’ re here to complete the transaction, asthey now have a
mgority voting for the merger.

Sempiter doesn't believe them (and he' s looking a bit grey around the gills by this point). They
point out thet the votes of Natdie Allder and the Doctor (who currently owns Dewfurth’s share) outvote
Sempiter’s. In fact, it was the Doctor who originaly contacted them about this take-over plan - whereis

"Frontier Worlds" by Peter Anghelides, page 17



This document was downloaded from http://anghelides.org © Peter Anghelides 1999

he? At this point, there' saterrible crash as a glider smacks straight into the building’ s foyer.

The Doctor steps out, and shows his authority card to the Reddenblak purchasers. He tells Fitz
and Compassion that they must now go back to the mountainside and ensure that the corpses of the
Raab are destroyed. Sempiter is naturdly abit put out by this, and lunges a them with a machine guns
snatched from a guard. Fortunately, another guard shoot him down, smashing him out into the muddy
dreet and the drenching rain. But he gets up anyway, and makes arun for hisflyer, shouting that he will
free the Raab.

The Doctor, Fitz, and Compassion decide they must go after him to stop him - because heis
now mogtly Raab himsdf, he can fertilise the dying Raab and destroy the planet. They collect enough of
the weed killer from Leve X, and then take a company vehicle up the mountain.

On the way, Compassion scorns the Doctor for throwing her and Fitz together - she's*learned”
nothing from her experience (which the Doctor had hoped), and she used Fitz when she needed to (e.g.
the morae boost in the jungle). The Doctor thinks there has been some change in her. She saysit’ sjust
more information, more data.

Fitz argues with her - he tells her she has changed. She's even harder than she was when they
firs met. He reminds her of her behaviour in the jungle, of his human concerns about his dreams, how the
Faction may have mis-remembered him. Whereas she has evolved over years and years, and seemsless
human than ever. Whereas he was changed back into his frail human sdlf by the TARDIS (at the end of
Interference). How can Compassion know what it's like to be changed like that, he sneers? “We're dl
evolving, Fitz,” she says.

They're travdling out to the Lake of Icein the rain, which isfindly easing off. The Doctor and
Fitz make towards the Raab remains, while Compassion goes to search for Sempiter. Just as Fitzand
the Doctor are about to hose down the huge Raab, Sempiter staggers out and confronts them. Beside
him is Compasson, who isbeing held in afierce grip by the battered but functiond Sempiter-robot,
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which survived itsfdl from the fdling sadlite.

The“red” Sempiter’s wounds from the attack at Frontier Worlds HQ are heding swiftly; in fact,
he’ s now arather gruesome-looking naked creature, half-man and haf-Raab, and brandishing aflare
gun. He sgoing to graft himsdlf onto the dying Raab on the mountainsde, and get it to explode its spoors
into the amosphere, suitably affected by his geneticaly-modified DNA.

The Doctor tries to reason with him, pointing out that he's no longer human, that he's
endangering the whole planet, that his origina aspirations have been perverted - just look a what his
experimentation did to the insects and birds in the Darkling zone, whet it did to the piranha-fish.
Sempiter, he says, doesn’t understand the vaue of life... you could see that from the way he ignoresiit,
preferring to create and control robotic creetions like the bird - and even that is still caged.

Fitz redises that the Doctor’ s actualy addressing dl thisto the Sempiter-robot, whichis
obvioudy moved by the Doctor's reasoning, releases Compassion and seizes Sempiter. The robot
cariesthe wildly-sruggling hdf-man half-Raab across the Lake of Ice. It stopsin the centre, tapping its
foot imperioudy like Sempiter did, but aso cocking its head to one Sde in a Doctor-like gesture. The
piranha creatures break through the ice, and Sempiter and his robot plunge through to their doom.

Asthey finish their gruesome task of digpersing the remains of the dead Raab, Fitz saysheisn't
worried about dreams any more - now he's more likely to have nightmares! What does Compassion
dream of, he perdsts? She says. “The Time Vortex” .That sounds like acue for usto leave, saysthe
Doctor, and they make their way to the TARDIS. What does the Doctor dream of ?“ A nice cup of Earl

Greytea”

TheEnd
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